
What a very strange time we are all living in. We have so much in common with people all over the 

World in that our daily lives have been so utterly transformed in such a short space of time. With 

everything that’s happening however, we felt it was still important to let you know that we are still 

here and working hard on behalf of the Charity. 

Volunteers 

I’m so sorry that our 

Volunteers are now no 

longer in schools. I’ve 

taken a number of calls 

from Volunteers who are 

devastated that they’ve 

had to stop going to their 

sessions. 

I know how much you will 

miss the children and it’s 

heart breaking that you 

no longer have contact 

with them. I don’t know 

how long this is likely to 

go on for but maybe we 

can come up with another 

way of keeping you all in 

touch that respects 

everyone’s boundaries 

and isn’t a safeguarding 

nightmare, watch this 

space. I know that at 

least two schools have 

kept their doors open to 

their Volunteers to 

support their new 

delivery but we have to 

respect the decisions of 

the others and of you, 

our wonderful volunteers, 

who absolutely must 

keep yourselves safe. 

Schools 

To our schools, what can 

we say but ‘Thankyou’ to 

those of you who are still 

working to offer some 

service to the families of 

our key workers. It must 

be such a challenging 

time for all sorts of 

A very big WELCOME to 

Linda Patterson our new 

Business/Office Manager. 

She joined us at the 

beginning of February and 

what a start she has had! 

She started not long after 

an office move round that 

left us all not really knowing 

where everything was and 

then we found ourselves all 

working from home with the 

usual IT challenges that 

presents. Phew!  

We really want to welcome 
Linda and hope that she 
stays with us despite the 
rocky road in.  

I can say that the skills she 
has will really be of great 
benefit to Literacy 
Volunteers and she and 
those skills 
are 
welcomed 
with open 
arms. 

Infosheet 
For Schools and Volunteers 

Literacy Volunteers 1996-2020 
Over two decades of service to children April 2020 

everyone at Literacy Volunteers 
for your commitment and care 
- we will continue to keep in 
touch and plan ahead for a 
positive future. 

Just a few words at this very 
challenging time to say I hope 
you are keeping safe and well.  

Staying at home for me has 
involved lots of gardening and 

Zooming almost everyday! I had 
never heard of it until a few 
weeks ago but I have found it a 
great way to connect with 
friends.  Thank you so much to 

Hello from the CEO - Dawn Claypole 

reasons. We ask that you 

won’t forget us and thank 

you to those of you who 

have returned your 

subscription 

arrangements letter, 

confirming that you would 

like to subscribe for the 

2020-2021 year.  

We are thinking about a 

plan to invoice you in July 

for a September 2020 to 

a July 2021 school year? 

We may survey some of 

you in May/June to see if 

this arrangement would 

be better for your 

budgeting purposes and 

to test your views. 

Early Years Services 

Whilst we have had to 

Welcome to Linda Patterson 

stop delivering our 

“Learning to Love Books” 

sessions in libraries, we 

are planning to deliver 

stories, songs and rhymes 

via our Facebook pages 

and/or our website. We 

will let you know when/

how to access these as 

soon as we have them up 

and running. We hope to 

reach an even wider 

audience if you can share 

what we can offer to your 

families and friends with 

toddlers at home. 

In the meantime, we’ll see 
just how creative we can 
be to support this Charity 
and its service users 
through these challenging 
times. 

Message from the Chair - Julia Gunn 



In spite of the challenges of the 

election and now Covid19 some of 

our County Councillors have found 

the time to support us with 

additional funds for the Volunteers in 

schools in their areas. Councillors:  

Kate Foale; John Clarke; Muriel 

Weisz; Mike Quigley; Vaughan 

Hopewell; Martin Wright; Nicki 

Brookes; Errol Henry, John 

Creamer and Richard Jackson 

have all sent us an additional 

donation to support Volunteers in 

schools in their areas with Cllr Henry 

and Creamer offering to fund a new 

Volunteer in                              

a school in their                           

area for an entire                               

year! 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR SUPPORT and if you would like  

to visit your Volunteers in their 

schools please let us know in the 

September term so you can see what 

amazing things they do for children. 

THANK YOU TO OUR COUNTY COUNCILLORS! 

respectful of all views while still 

accessing the training for what it 

can offer to us.  

I am aware that due to the 
situation we had to cancel three 
Volunteer Network Meetings, so 
many of you will not have been 
able to benefit from the Safer 
Working Practices mini training 
programme.  We have put together 
some case studies that address 
some of the issues we have found 
ourselves dealing with recently 
including lone working, Christmas 

cards, the giving of “gifts”, use of 
first names; mobile phones in 
schools and Facebook friend 
requests!  So we have attached the 
cases studies sheet with answers 
along with Safer Working Practice 
Guidelines and 'Allegations against 
a Volunteer or member of staff' 
Policy for you to study ready for 
when you return to school.   

Your Area Co-ordinator will be in 
touch with you to discuss this in 
due course. 

Dawn (CEO) 

A great big THANK YOU to those 

of you who have completed 

your Prevent training. I wasn’t 

expecting to enjoy it myself, but 

I did it to see what it could offer 

and I think it was very useful as 

I know we have had issues, 

even at primary school level 

with potential for radicalisation.  

I’m aware of the issue for some 

people in terms of the problem with 

Prevent and Extinction Rebellion 

and hopefully we have been 

Volunteer ‘Safer Working Practices’ and Prevent 

As many schools are now 

aware our new rate is £366 

for 2020-2021.  

We realise of course that there 

are virtually no volunteers in 

schools at the moment but we 

may need to invoice you for a 

school year from September to 

July next year if we are to 

survive.  

As a small Charity Covid19 is 

having a massive effect on our 

finances. We would normally 

invoice all our schools in April 

which means we don’t have to 

worry too much about cash 

flow for the coming months. As 

yet government help is unclear 

so if we are to keep going we 

will be assessing our options 

and will be in touch soon with 

all our member schools. 

THE 2020-21 

SUBSCRIPTION 

RATE 

About four years ago I moved to the County to be 

near my grandchildren. My hobbies include dancing 

walking and keeping fit. I have a son and a daughter 

who I'm very proud of, my daughter is a school 

teacher. I retired in 2017, so had the time to spend 

with my two wonderful grandchildren. We enjoy personal time together which 

includes lots of reading and play time together and enjoy those extra special 

moments of bed time reading. 

Through some challenging times I always found time to read and support my 

children as they grew up, while holding down a full time job. This is the support 

I give to the children at the two schools I am involved with. They are Flintham 

Primary School and South Wilford Endowed Church of England school. Age 

ranges I help with are 5yrs and 7-8 yrs. I have been at these schools for less 

than 2 years. Both schools have lots in common. The teachers and support staff 

are dedicated, passionate and work tirelessly to make each school a success 

They are also very supportive to me, friendly and approachable.   

The added value I feel I can bring to the school is what I call  "Pictels". Patience, 

Individualism, Commitment, Time, Enthusiasm, and Life Skills. All the children I 

help to read are very different. Elements they bring to the table and share with 

me are wonderful. Their honesty, energy, openness, enthusiasm and happiness 

to name a few. I feel very lucky to work with the children and see the 

improvements they make in their reading abilities, communication skills and 

confidence. They give me so much fun, purpose and confidence. I also learn 

from them. 

After each session I am very mindful of what we have achieved. I ask myself 

what happened, why did it happen, what have I learnt and what can I do better 

next time. This helps me prepare for the following week. 

I sometimes introduce the Alphabeast cards at our sessions. I usually get a good 

response from the children, in fact they ask me to produce the cards if I happen 

to forget. They have fun learning the super powers of each animal. Its really 

easy to link the animals to reading strategies that the children understand and 

relate to. 

As a Literacy Volunteer, you produce a great partnership to support the children 

to enjoy the reading of books. Becoming a Literacy Volunteer is one of the best 

choices and decisions I’ve ever made. 



We now have 12 Story Sharers 
matched with Primary schools 
within the City, and 11 who are 
currently being trained. 

The initial feedback from schools has been 
overwhelmingly positive:  

“The Story Sharers have been 
wonderful and the children LOVE the 
sessions.” - Mellers Primary School 

“Our Story Sharer was absolutely 
brilliant yesterday. She's going to be 
great. The children absolutely loved 
it.” - Fernwood Infant School. 

CALLING ANY CRAFTERS! 

We need to create a supply of ‘Story 
Sacks’ for the Story Sharers, which are 
sacks that contain the characters that 
feature in the books that the Story 
Sharers will be reading. 

If we have anyone who can knit, crochet 
or sew, then we would love help in 
creating some resources for our next set 

of story sacks. They will be traditional 
tales, and we would love characters from 
any of the following stories. There is no 
size limit - we’ve got props ranging from 
finger puppet size upwards.  And it’s ok if 
we end up with duplicates of characters, 
we’ll need lots of sacks! Your AC may 
have already sent information out 
regarding this request. If not please get in 
touch. Thank you in advance for any help 
you can give.  
  
List of books 
The Ugly Duckling, The Princess and The 
Pea, The Princess and The Frog, The 
Magic Porridge Pot, The Little Red Hen, 
The Gingerbread Man, The Enormous 
Turnip, The Elves and the Shoemaker, 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, 
Sleeping Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin, 
Rapunzel, Puss in Boots, Little Red Riding 
Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, Hansel and 
Gretel, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
Dick Whittington, Cinderella, Chicken 

with the group since February: Elisha 
and Urvi from Nottingham Trent Uni. 
They are a great support and we’re 
happy to be able to offer them 
volunteering opportunities that 
facilitate their education. 

St Anns and Hyson Green - With 
funds from SSBC continuing, we have 
been able to keep these weekly 
storytelling sessions going for a 2nd 
term (until the closure of the libraries 
due to the Coronavirus). This has 
meant better continuity with families 
from the autumn term and the 
chance to get to know parents and 
children better. It has been a joy to 
see children developing their 
language, enjoyment of stories, songs 
and rhyme and parents being 
equipped to continue this at home. It 

Sneinton - The Dales Centre 
Storytelling sessions have been well 
attended since starting in January 
2020, funded by the Co-op and the 
Thomas Farr Foundation. Up until 
the current crisis we have had a 
very large registration for the 
‘Learning to Love Books’ 
Storytelling, with some regular 
families attending. During the 
Storytelling sessions we have also 
supported a ' Post Partum' group 
that has been set up by two local 
parents. This has enabled the 
families to network and provide 
long term support for each other. 

Our professional storytellers 
delivered a range of interactive 
sessions using fantastic books, 
props and craft activities. We have 
also had two students volunteering 

Story Telling - ‘Learning to Love Books’ in Sneinton, St Anns and Hyson Green 

We thought you’d like 
to see one of our 

Volunteers who last 
term for World Book 
Day, attended her 

school Eskdale Junior 
School, dressed as Bob 
the Builder.  Very well 

done, Anne! 

Story Sharers  - Can you help us collect items for our Story Sacks? 

Resources for Literacy Learning at home 

There are so many places to go for things  

you can be doing with children at home: 

 
The National Literacy Trust has an excellent Family Zone with resources for 
Early Years children and those in Key stage 1 and 2.  

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/ 

Nottingham City has started a virtual library (see other article for 
more details). 

“Read On” Nottingham has its own Facebook page which is well worth a 
visit. https://www.facebook.com/ReadOnNottm/ 

Access the “Small Steps Big Changes” Nottingham website for links to 
“Big Little Moments” and “Tiny Happy People” for lots of Early Years Support. 
http://www.smallstepsbigchanges.org.uk/biglittlemoments 

Bookstart - have put some lovely ideas and activities on their website called 
Hometime.  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/ 

Look out on our Literacy Volunteers Facebook page for more information on 
children’s stories and activities. 

https://www.facebook.com/Literacy-Volunteers-
507673729281839/ 

has also been great to see parents’ 
growing relationships with each other 
– one parent said this was the only 
group she has ever joined and for 
her, it meant so much to be out of 
the house with her 2 children, and 
meeting with other families! 

Unfortunately the present situation 
has interrupted these benefits and 
families are struggling at home, so 
we are working towards providing 
resources online or through the post.  

THE GREAT LITERACY 

VOLUNTEERS SPONSORED 

WALK  

Sunday 12 July - 10am-1pm 

Join us with family and friends and 
meet other people who want to 
support our love of books and 
literacy. We are dog friendly and 
are joined by a fabulous 
Nottingham Poet who will deliver 
poetry during the walk and 
possibly write us a poem “en 
route”.  It’s a great walk with 
lovely views. We’ll meet as usual 
outside the Horse and Groom Pub 
in Linby at 9.30am for a 10am start 
and the fabulous Bill Bottomley, 
our guest guide will walk us to 
Newstead Abbey and back.  

This is a round walk of about 7 
miles with a midpoint stop for tea 
and cake at the Abbey (and, of 
course, an endpoint stop back at 
The Horse and Groom). Let’s see 
what we can raise this year? We 
have attached our sponsor form (if 
you’d like to collect sponsorship 
for us) and we’re also setting up a 
Just Giving Page, details on the 
website soon. Please email Linda, 
linda.patterson@literacyvolunteers
.org.uk  if you are coming so we 
don’t leave anyone behind! 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/
http://www.smallstepsbigchanges.org.uk/biglittlemoments
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
mailto:linda.patterson@literacyvolunteers.org.uk
mailto:linda.patterson@literacyvolunteers.org.uk


NOTTINGHAM CITY LIBRARY 

girls. I go into school on a Thursday 

afternoon and spend about half an hour 

with each child in the school library. 

During this time, we spend our fun time 

reading and talking about the book they 

have chosen. Also, we spend some time 

on worksheets and games and they 

chose books and games from what I call 

‘our magic box’ (resources box). Not 

only has it been a learning experience 

for them, I’ve learnt a great deal about 

X-box, FIFA Football and other games 

being a dinosaur in the gaming world! 

The School teachers are very helpful and 

supportive. Just before February half 

term I presented my four children with 

the ‘Star Award ‘certificate which they 

richly deserved for the progress they 

had made in such a short time. 

Unfortunately, due to the outbreak, I 
stopped visiting the school in March. 
However, I’m sure we’ll be all back at 
school with the same enthusiasm and 
drive hopefully in the near future. 

Lynn—When Ray told me Volunteers 

were desperately needed for a school in 

Huthwaite, even though it is half an hour 

from Chesterfield where we live, I 

decided to get in touch. I had previously 

been a local co-ordinator with Ray’s wife 

for the Red Box Project, which had 

recently concluded so I was looking for 

another Volunteering opportunity. 

After training and a visit to school, I 

admit I was slightly apprehensive when I 

turned up for my first session in January. 

I needn’t have worried – everyone at 

school was very welcoming. What 

friendly, polite children at this school. 

I spend half an hour each with 1 boy and 

3 girls in the library and we have great 

fun – talking (a lot!) to get to know each 

other, playing word and board games 

(Connect 4 is a particular favourite with 

one little girl, played to her rules) 

colouring and, of course, reading 

together or to each other. At the end of 

the afternoon, I’m able to spend a few 

minutes with their lovely teacher and 

classroom assistant, which has proved 

invaluable understanding the needs of 

each child. 

What a shame the term came to an 

unscheduled end, as I feel I was making 

progress in finding out what each child 

was interested in.  I did find out one of 

my children was very good at drawing 

and was really happy to read a story I 

had written about their drawing. 

Success! 

I am thoroughly enjoying my role and 
am very much looking forward to 
returning to school when it’s possible.  
I’ve really missed my Tuesday sessions! 

Ray—I have always 

loved reading especially 

to young children. Even 

when my daughters 

were young, I read to 

them every night. When my 

grandchildren were young, I also read to 

them. 

Being retired I felt I wanted to do 

something useful in the community and 

during June 2019, I read an advert in a 

national newspaper. Although the 

organisation was based and served the 

South of England, they put me in touch 

with Literacy Volunteers in Nottingham. 

I did my Literacy Volunteer Training in 

the Autumn of 2019 together with my 

first attendance at a Network Meeting in 

Mansfield. The experience was very 

rewarding when listening and talking to 

other Volunteers.  

Before starting at Woodland View 

Primary School at Huthwaite, I visited 

the school with my Area Co-ordinator, 

Sue, and another volunteer Lynn to 

meet the Deputy Head Teacher and get 

a feel for the school environment. I was 

very impressed by the children who were 

respectful and well mannered. 

I started at the school in January 2020 

with Year 2 children, two boys and two 

Nottingham City Libraries here! We have been busy making an 

online library for you and your family while our libraries are closed. 

 
Even if you don’t have a computer you 
can use a smartphone — we have 
children’s and adults eBooks, eAudio, 
eMagazines, eNewspapers and 
eReference books you can access on 
apps or websites. 
 
This address takes you to the one stop 
online library: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
virtual-library  
 
The place to go for our top tips on 

keeping the kids busy, your health, 

wellbeing and places to find help or 

advice. There are links to websites we 

have already checked out so you know 

they are safe, things like these: 

Family Lives, BBC Bitesize, Bookstart, 

World of David Walliams, Jackanory 

Junior, Storyline Online. 

 

 



Find a blanket and 2 chairs - make a tent and 

read stories in it.  You can use a book or make 

them up! 

 

Challenge the family to read 100 minutes 

of stories over 5 days – keep a chart on 

the fridge! 

Finished the last challenge?  Set yourself a 

higher target and try again! 

 

Draw a picture of what you can see out of 

your window or draw a picture of your 

favourite thing. 

 

Write a story that includes the picture you have 

drawn. 

 

With a piece of paper or an old envelope 

write down a sentence.  Fold it over and 

pass it to someone else to write a 

sentence too! Keep folding it over until 

you have used it all then read it out.  Did it 

make sense? Did it have a beginning, 

middle and end? If not try again, can you 

make a story between you? 

 

On scraps of paper write out your name using a 

different piece for each letter – hide them 

around the house or garden and see how 

quickly someone else can find them. 

 

Draw or write about your favourite book.  

If you do not have it in front of you don’t 

worry draw or write what you remember.  

Nottingham City Libraries Challenges For Families! 

Tell someone about what you have drawn 

or written. 

 

Go on a hunt around the house/garden to see 

what you can find – try and find 5 different 

things that are blue! Or for a harder challenge 

try and find something that starts with each 

letter of the alphabet! Set your own challenges. 

 

Write a story using the words Banana, 

Pirate, boots, carrot and dinosaur. 

 

Now write a story including all the members of 

your family! 

 

Simple Science Sinking & Floating. 

Fill the sink with water can you find 

objects that sink or float. Guess first, then 

try to see if you are right.  Why do you 

think some float and some sink? 

 

Go on a bug hunt! What bugs can you find in 

the backyard or garden.  Can you spot a bee, a 

ladybird, worm, beetle, snail or butterfly? 

 

Treasure hunt – hide some items around 

the house and then draw a treasure map 

and see if someone can find all the items. 

 

Make music – see what you can make music 

with around the home.  You could use a pan 

and wooden spoon for a drum or if you have a 

bit of rice/pasta and an empty carton/bottle 

you could make a shaker. 

 



Registered Charity No. 1167357     Literacy Volunteers 

Contact us: Literacy Volunteers, Woodthorpe Grange, Woodthorpe Drive, Nottingham NG5 4HA 

Tel: 0115 876 5474 Email: contact@literacyvolunteers.org.uk   www.literacyvolunteers.org.uk 

Chief Executive: Dawn Claypole Tel: 0115 876 5993. Office Manager: Linda Patterson Tel: 0115 876 5474. 
Senior Area Co-ordinator (City North, Ashfield, Bassetlaw, Mansfield): Sue Marriott. Area Co-ordinator 
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Derbyshire): Emma Trowbridge. Area Co-ordinator (Newark)/Story Sharers Co-ordinator: Lorna Jaggard. 
Early Years Literacy Volunteer Co-ordinators: Karen Burrows & Marie Ainsworth. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Summer Term 2020 
City Schools   Term begins 20 April 2020, Term ends 24 July 2020 

   Early May Bank Holiday Fri 8 May 2020 

   Half Term 25 May 2020 to 29 May 2020 inclusive 

County Schools   Term begins 20 April 2020, Term ends 24 July 2020 

   Early May Bank Holiday Fri 8 May 2020 

   Half Term 25 May 2020 to 29 May 2020 inclusive 

Derbyshire Schools  Term begins 20 April 2020, Term ends 21 July 2020 

   Early May Bank Holiday Fri 8 May 2020 

   Half Term 25 May 2020 to 29 May 2020 inclusive 

VOLUNTEER NETWORK MEETINGS 

Unfortunately we have had to cancel Volunteer Network Meetings for the foreseeable future. We 
will inform you of new dates as soon as we are able to reorganise them. 

SCHOOLS 

At the time of this newsletter’s distribution, the country is in lockdown until 7 May 2020 and we 
were also made aware that there is still no way of knowing when schools will reopen. As soon as 
we know anymore and are able to make a decision regarding Volunteers safely returning into 
schools, we will let you know. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

AS WE ISSUE THIS NEWSLETTER WE WOULD LIKE TO INFORM YOU THAT SOME OF THE LITERACY 
VOLUNTEERS TEAM (AREA CO-ORDINATORS AND OFFICE MANAGER) HAVE BEEN FURLOUGHED 
UNTIL THE END OF JUNE 2020. PLEASE ONLY CONTACT DAWN CLAYPOLE  (CEO) WITH URGENT 
QUERIES, YOUR AC WILL BE IN CONTACT WITH YOU ON THEIR RETURN. 
DAWN.CLAYPOLE@LITERACYVOLUNTEERS.ORG.UK. THE EARLY YEARS TEAM WILL BE RUNNING AS 
USUAL KAREN.BURROWS@LITERACYVOLUNTEERS.ORG.UK 


