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My name is
John Davies
and, at the
moment, I live
at Bramcote,
Nottingham. I
have been  a
Literacy
Volunteer for
some 15
months and I
have never
regretted
accepting these
duties.

I particularly enjoy being based at a
Primary School with real pupils and
teachers. I feel respected and valued
by all the teaching staff and the
pupils which gives me a lot of
encouragement and satisfaction.

My pupils are from Year 2 (aged 6
years) at a Primary and Nursery
School and have mixed abilities and
backgrounds. At the end of the
academic year, each pupil has made
reasonable and measurable progress
in reading, role playing and team
building/contributions.

The books used by the pupils are
appropriate to their age and current
reading ability. As each pupil
progresses, so the provided books
become more complex and
advanced. In general, the children
like colourful texts with linked
pictures. 

There are various boxed educational
games available. Many of these
games involve numbers, counting
and a limited amount of competition.
In particular, wooden jig-saw puzzles
appear to be very popular. In
general, the games are arranged so
that there are no losers.

Over the year, I have noticed a
growing self confidence of each of
my pupils, their ability to freely
engage in relevant conversations and
enjoy the sessions with me.

It is a privilege to be a Literacy
Volunteer and I look forward to the
forthcoming School Year.

Successful coffee Morning

literacy volunteers held their
coffee morning at
Woodthorpe Grange on May
22nd from 11.00 a.m. the
literacy volunteers team,
volunteers, committee and
some colleagues from Small
Steps big changes and the
nottingham’s literacy hub

turned up for tea, coffee and
cakes and other treats! the
weather held, the cakes were
delicious and it was wonderful
for everyone to get together.
thanks to everyone who took
part.

thank you!‘

a big ‘thank you’ to all
Volunteers who were asked to
renew their Safeguarding
training last term. It was a large
task to undertake for all
concerned and we are very
grateful to all Volunteers for
completing the training either
online or going on a
Safeguarding Course.

Sponsored Walk
Its official! The date is set for our Annual Sponsored
Walk and we can announce it is:

Sunday 22nd September 2019
All of you are welcome; you can bring your family and
friends or join us and meet other people who want to
support our love of books and literacy. We are also dog
friendly too.

It is a great walk with lovely views and you will meet some interesting
people along the way. We will be meeting outside the horse and
Groom pub in linby at 9.30 am for a 10.00 am start and the
fabulous Bill Bottomley will walk us once again to Newstead Abbey and
back. This is a round walk of about 7 miles with a midpoint stop for tea
and cake at the Abbey (and of course an endpoint stop back at The
Horse and Groom) 

last year we raised over £1600 so let us see what we can do this
year.We have the sponsor form on our website (if you would like to
collect sponsorship for us) and we are also setting up a Just Giving Page.
You are welcome to join us even without sponsorship as it’s a lovely
morning out and about. So spruce up your walking boots and save the
date.

Please call Karen on 0115 8765474 or email
contact@literacyvolunteers.org.uk and let us know if you are coming so
we know who to expect etc and so we don’t leave anyone behind.

Once again, all welcome - volunteers, friends, families and anyone who
wants to support us to improve literacy and generate a love of books and
reading in Nottingham! So feel free to share this with anyone who might
like to join us.

volunteers’ achievement!

Last term we had the pleasure of celebrating three Literacy Volunteers’ long
service. Carol Smith at Robert Mellors Primary knotched up an amazing 20
years at her school. Carol’s Area Co-ordinator and the school celebrated this
amazing achievement with a little surprise presentation to her in class by her
children, class teacher and the Head. 

Two amazing Volunteers with 10 years service were recognised. One at our
recent Arnold Volunteer Network Meeting to Susan Beardsley. Susan does
wonderful work at Manor Park Infants. She was presented with flowers, her
certificate of service and her name on the Roll of Honour. The other was Nigel
Needham from Ramsden Primary also celebrating 10 years. He was visited at
home by his AC with a gift and certificate. Our gratitude goes out to Susan,
Carol and Nigel for their wonderful achievement and service to Literacy
Volunteers.

20 10
Last term we were delighted to
roll out to Volunteers our new
children’s certificate to promote
‘Celebrating Children’s
Achievements’. We redesigned
and had them professionally
printed and they look great!
Volunteers were informed of the
new ‘Star Award’ certificate and
they have been going down really
well in schools. Area Co-
ordinators have been getting them distributed to Volunteers at

Network Meetings and on visits and will continue to do the same this term. Volunteers are also
welcome to visit the office at Woodthorpe Grange to pick some up.

We would love you to celebrate your children’s achievements regularly and with this great new
certificate you can do so. You can present it to the children yourself – please let the class teacher know
that you have done so – or liaise with your class teacher to present it in front of the class or even have
it presented at an assembly.  Please ask your class teacher about the school reward scheme too –
many schools have their own systems and would be happy for you to join them.

WelcoMe back 

Welcome back to the start of a new term! We are so
very happy to welcome you all back and hope that over
the next few weeks your introductions to your new
children will prove exciting and fruitful. I had the pleasure
of talking to a fabulous teaching assistant called Jane
over the weekend who told me about how her greatest
love is unlocking the doors to reading for those children
who are struggling and it was a great reminder of the
importance of the work you are all doing.

We are expecting a very busy term here. Our Board is
working on a new Business Plan; our annual General
Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday october 9th at
The Vine Community Centre in Bobbers Mill, Nottingham
and our new family “Learning to Love Books and Reading”
sessions start in St Ann’s and Hyson Green. 

Our other main focus is to continue the task of
fundraising and we welcome those of you who can oin us
on Sunday September 22nd for our annual
Sponsored walk. (Even if you aren’t able to get any
sponsorship you are more than welcome to join us). It’s
always fun getting to know more of you and the walk is
very beautiful. 

daWn claypole chief executive

literacy volunteers 1996-2019

over two decades of service to children September 2019

infosheet

hello everyone - 
Welcome to everyone as we begin the Autumn Term at
Literacy Volunteers.

I am looking forward to returning to school and
meeting the new children I will be working with.

We have some exciting new projects to deliver this year
and I look forward to meeting you at events to share
ideas.  

As always a big ‘thank you’ for volunteering with us -
your commitment is very much appreciated.

Julia Gunn, chair

fo r  Schoo l s  and  Vo lun tee r s

Presented to:

For:

celebratinG children’S
achieveMentS

We are pleased to announce
that our “Story Sharers”
project will be launched at
the aGM.

This is a new and exciting
opportunity funded by The
National Lottery Community
Fund. We want to expand our
pool of existing Volunteers to
create a team of “Story Sharers”
who will go into schools and Early
Years settings to read stories and
promote the love of books and
reading. 

We will be recruiting a new pool of Volunteers and will
provide them with story sacks and book bags to use in
settings to extend children’s love of books and stories
from an early age. 

We wanted to create an opportunity for Volunteers who
can only attend settings for a small amount of time
before or after school, or a term at a time (some
Volunteers cannot commit to the current opportunities
we provide) and this project will provide just that!

The Story Sharers will be able to attend early year’s
settings; breakfast clubs; during school lunch times and
at after school provision. They will “read to” and with the
children, enthuse them and raise the amount of time
they spend “Reading for Pleasure”. 

We know that children who enjoy reading for pleasure
are four times more likely to read at the expected level
for their age than children who do not enjoy reading.

Although looking for new Volunteers, if any of our
existing pool of fantastic people want to do more please
get in touch with Lorna Jaggard
lorna.jaggard@literacyvolunteers.org.uk or call on
07962248930.

‘Story SharerS’



Generally, the term dates are as below but there will be variations so please check with your school and
it’s a good idea to arrange your start dates before the end of each term.

autuMn 2019
city Schools Term begins 2nd Sept 2019, Term ends 20th Dec 2019 

Half Term 21st Oct 2019 to 1st Nov 2019 inclusive
county Schools Term begins 2nd Sept 2019, Term ends 20th Dec 2019 

Half Term 21st Oct 2019 to 1st Nov 2019 inclusive
derbyshire Schools Term begins 3rd Sept 2019, Term ends 20th Dec 2019 

Half Term 28th Oct 2019 to 1st Nov 2019 inclusive

SprinG 2020
city Schools Term begins 6th Jan 2020, Term ends 3rd April 2020 

Half Term 17 Feb 2020 to 21st Feb 2020 inclusive
county Schools Term begins 6th Jan 2020, Term ends 3rd April 2020 

Half Term 17 Feb 2020 to 21st Feb 2020 inclusive
derbyshire Schools Term begins 6th Jan 2020, Term ends 3rd April 2020 

Half Term 17 Feb 2020 to 21st Feb 2020 inclusive

volunteer netWork MeetinGS 2019 - You are all invited to attend any of the meetings you can
get to - they don’t have to be in your area or with your Area Co-ordinator.

no. date time venue & ac address

1 thurs 14th  nov 10.30am - 12pm West bridgford West Bridgford Library 
Emma Collis Bridgford Road, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 6AT

2 tues 19th nov 10.30am - 12pm beeston The Pearson Centre for YP
Emma Trowbridge Nuart Rd, Beeston, NG9 2NH

3 nov date tbc 10.30am - 12pm newark TBC
Lorna Jaggard

4 Mon 9th dec 10.30am - 12pm Worksop BCVS,The Old Abbey School
Sue Marriott Priorswell Rd, S80 2BU

5 fri 13th dec 10.30am - 12pm Mansfield Quaker Friends Meeting House
Sue Marriott 119 Rosemary St, Mansfield NG19 6AB

lv Sponsored Walk 9.30am meet for a linby Horse & Groom Pub
Sun 22nd Sept 10.00am start 10 Main St, Linby, Nottingham NG15 8AE

literacy volunteers aGM 10am - 12.30pm aGM The Vine Community Centre
Wed 9 oct ALL WELCOME Bobbers Mill Road, NG7 5GZ)

dates for your diary

chief executive: Dawn Claypole Tel: 0115 876 5993. administrator: Karen Ballinger Tel: 0115 876 5474. Senior area co-ordinator (city
north, ashfield, bassetlaw, Mansfield): Sue Marriott. area co-ordinator (city east, Gedling, rushcliffe), trainer: Emma Collis. area co-
ordinator (city West, broxtowe, derbyshire): Emma Trowbridge. area co-ordinator (newark): Lorna Jaggard. early years literacy
volunteer co-ordinator: Karen Burrows & Lorna Jaggard.

Registered Charity No. 1167357    literacy volunteers

contact us: literacy volunteers, Woodthorpe Grange, Woodthorpe drive, nottingham nG5 4ha 

tel: 0115 876 5474    email: contact@literacyvolunteers.org.uk www.literacyvolunteers.org.uk

Arnold and Mansfield VNM’s last term were very well
attended, Mansfield being record numbers. The theme
was “Celebrating Children’s Achievements”. All
Volunteers had a really good opportunity to share their
success and challenges in their volunteering role with
everyone. It was really helpful for everyone to share
and discuss. The new ‘Children’s Achievement
Certificate’ was well received too. 

The VNM at Wollaton had Lynne Towle from the National
Literacy Trust to speak about an opportunity for our
Volunteers to be involved in another volunteering role -
being a ‘Nottingham Literacy Champion’.  Literacy

Champions want to help improve literacy in their
community – this could be in a school, community
centre, library, children’s centre or elsewhere. If you
would like more information about this role, please
email Lynne at  lynne.towle@literacytrust.org.uk.  

At the Wollaton meeting “Celebrating Children’s
Achievements” was also introduced – and everyone
received the ‘Children’s Achievement Certificate’ to use
with their children in school.  All AC’s will be bringing
copies with them on visits or Volunteers can collect
some from the office or at future Volunteer Network
Meetings. 

volunteer netWork MeetinGS neWS
early years update
We have been running 3 storytelling sessions,
‘Learning to love books and reading together’ in
Aspley, Bulwell and Bilborough libraries. The funding
for these has been through SSBC and Nottingham City
Family and Community Learning.

The session in Bilborough has been in conjunction with
the Children’s Centre which has been really successful
and we are hoping for the opportunity to run further
storytelling sessions within Children’s Centre groups
going forward. We’ve focused on building ‘Word rich
homes’ and helping develop the skills children need as
they grow and start school through fun, positive and
engaging sessions.

We have encouraged library membership and
borrowing and had a visit from Bookstart and the
Bookstart bear which all the children really enjoyed.

We’ll be running two new SSbc funded sessions
from September 19th – december 19th on
thursdays, St ann’s at 10.00am – 11.30am and
hyson Green 1.30pm – 3.00pm.

Books have always been at the centre of
my life, from well before starting school
right up to the present. Before I became a
Literacy Volunteer, I had a long career in
publishing – first as an editor, then as a
freelance writer of children’s books. Now
that I am mostly retired, becoming a
Literacy Volunteer has allowed me to
continue connecting children with books.

I did my Literacy Volunteer training in the spring of 2018
and a month or so later was offered a post at Robert
Miles Junior School in Bingham. Before starting, I visited
the school with my Area Co-ordinator, Emma, and had a
chance to talk with the Head Teacher and get a feel for
the school. It’s a happy place, with a warm and
welcoming staff and lively, enthusiastic children. I’ve
just completed my first full year there, and am already
looking forward to starting again in September.

Over the past year, I’ve worked with children in Years 3
and 4. I go into school on Thursday afternoons and read
with the same children each week. We spend about 15
minutes reading together and talking about the book
they’ve chosen. We then spend some time playing word
games like Hangman, or doing some of the puzzle or
activity sheets supplied by Literacy Volunteers or we
might play a game that the child chooses from my “box
of treasures” – the resource box supplied by Literacy
Volunteers. Whatever the children choose, we find a way
to incorporate reading, and we talk about what we’re
doing. It has been wonderful to see the children’s
reading, comprehension, and communication skills
improving over the course of each term, and the positive
feedback I get from the teachers is immensely
rewarding. 

I look forward to seeing the children each week, and I
really enjoy getting to know them as we progress
through each term. I have had a few challenges over the
course of the year but these have never been an
obstacle. The teachers are very approachable and
supportive, and I know my Area Coordinator is available
for support if I need it. Attending Volunteer Network
Meetings has allowed me to meet more experienced
volunteers and exchange ideas about how to encourage
reluctant children.

I think the work of Literacy Volunteers is vital – helping
children to read and sharing a love of books and stories
is so important to their development, learning, and self-
esteem. I feel privileged to be part of the Literacy
Volunteers team.   

volunteer intervieW
ronne randall

annual General MeetinG

literacy volunteers 

annual General Meeting 

october 9th 2019 10-12.30pm 

Our AGM is scheduled to
take place at: 

the vine community
centre,

bobbers Mill road,
nottingham, nG7 5GZ.

Wednesday 9th october
10.00-12.30pm

Tea, Coffee and light
refreshments 

will be provided.

We have a wonderful speaker for you at our Annual General
Meeting – Katie Murray who will be delivering a workshop

called  “A Heart Carrying a Book”.

A child-led study of the experience of learning to read. 

In this interactive session/talk, Katie will explore the intricate and
important relationship between children’s developing self-concept and
learning to reading. Explaining her own recently published research,
Katie illuminates young children’s voices on the profoundly crucial
milestone of learning to read. Katie’s research explores the inner,

often unseen world of children’s experience of learning to read. This
experience is discovered to be deeply emotional and inextricable from
children’s developing self-concept, personal relationships and identity

development.  

You will never look at picture books in the same way!

For more information on Katie and her work please visit:
www.loveofliteracy.co.uk 



read easy 
the leading national adult literacy charity 
is now engaging with volunteer candidates 

to assemble the Management team 
to run the new ‘read easy affiliated Group’ 
shortly to be inaugurated in nottingham.

Pioneers Andrew Pickin and Louise Radford already have some great people
on board but it looks as if the Group is likely to need 

one more key person namely a 

volunteer recruiter 
to join the Team. 

This role will support the day to day work of the Group Coordinator 
and will oversee the recruitment and interviewing of volunteer coaches 

to work with aspiring readers. 

The skills required are empathy, experience in managing and motivating
others, good listening skills and the ability to make decisions objectively in

the best interests of ‘Read Easy’ readers. 

Likely time commitment is in the region of 2-3 days per month. 

interested? 
call andrew pickin ‘read easy’ pioneer on 07798 920306 for a chat 

or email nottingham@readeasy.org.uk.


