
Dear Volunteers, Supporters and
School Members

As I write this it’s exactly a year since I started with
Literacy Volunteers and on reflection what a year it’s
been!

A successful AGM has given us the push we needed to
move forward with new ideas and developments and you
should hopefully have benefitted already from a term of
new approaches to Volunteer Network Meetings. In the
coming year you will see more change as we continue to
build partnerships and develop new projects so watch this
space!

The big news is that this year represents an
amazing 20 Years of Literacy Volunteers in
Nottinghamshire Schools! We feel the need to
celebrate so to kick off we have been invited to:

Take a Tour of The Council House and meet The
Sheriff of Nottingham. He is keen to meet our
Volunteers and hear more about what we do, so let’s not
disappoint him. If any of you would like to attend the tour
on Thursday 11th February at 2pm please call Karen
on 0115 876 5474.

Dawn Claypole
Chief Executive

Hello Everyone

I do hope that your Christmas time was a happy one and
that you were able to see and be in touch with family and
friends to celebrate. I am sure that all Volunteers will
have been aware of the rising excitement in our schools
as Christmas approached and I found the children's
excitement enabled me to get into the spirit of things,
despite the shopping lists, planning and preparations!

We have been pleased to welcome three new trustees to
the board. They are Chris Wroe and Julia Gunn, both of 

whom bring different skills and expertise to help us and a
much valued treasurer, David Keeling. We are already
benefitting from their input and look to move forward into
2016 with a strong group of trustees.

My grateful thanks to all of you for your dedication,
interest and involvement with the children in your schools
and I wish you and yours a healthy and happy New Year.

Gaynor Preston, Chair of Trustees
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My First Year as a Volunteer
Here is a lovely article from Pam about her first year in
Volunteering. We hope to have more stories in further
issues. Thank you Pamela Sharp - Eskdale Junior School:

When the Literacy Volunteer Charity was mentioned at
our local U3A meeting, I knew immediately that I wanted
to become a Volunteer. I attended training pretty soon
after I had contacted the organisation and was impressed
and also surprised at what was required of us.  The two
sessions were pretty full on and fun, learning how to play
up-to-date games, being introduced to the kind of books
we would need and taking part in role play, with one of us
being the child and the other the Volunteer.  I was
impressed with the care taken to ensure that all of us
understood the child safety precautions and the
precautions necessary to protect ourselves.

The first day at school, I didn’t feel very confident, the
four children I met were so lovely and much more
nervous than me. We all filled in a useful  ‘All About Me’
sheet, helping us to get to know each other a little.  Over

the weeks, we got into a routine of choosing a book or
continuing with the one we had before and then playing a
game. It was such a pleasure watching each of them gain
in confidence bit by bit.

At the end of term, the children presented me with a
beautiful thank you card they had made for me as a
surprise.  We were thrilled to hear that we would continue
to see each other again this year too.

As well as getting to know the children, I also got to know
the staff. I was asked to show photographs of my Father
when he was a Prisoner of War to show to the children
currently studying WW2. It helped them understand the
reality of what happened to the captured
men. 

Experiences during my first year at school
have been so fulfilling and enjoyable,
particularly the involvement with the
children.  It has been a privilege to read
with them and get to know them.  I look
forward to this year’s journey too. 

It’s Our Birthday!

To celebrate Literacy
Volunteers’ 20th year
anniversary we have started
to recruit our “Twenty/Twenty
Champions”. We are asking
anyone who agrees to
become a Champion to:-

n Advocate on our behalf whenever they can, 

n Seek opportunities to promote us and

n Let us know if they see opportunities that 
they think we could benefit from.   

So far we have recruited Cllr Sam Webster (City Council
Portfolio Holder for Schools) and Cllr for Wollaton East
and Lenton Abbey, Jonathon Cunliffe (Head Teacher for
Carnarvon Primary), Jane Streeter (from the fantastic
Lowdham bookshop “The Bookcase”), Sandra Edis (City
Libraries Lead for Literacy and Numeracy) and Barbara
Strang (Experian, Community Involvement Executive).  

We are planning to speak to Nottinghamshire MPs,
Councillors, Portfolio Holders and others but to help us
with this we would like to hear any ideas you may have.
You can pass ideas to your Area Co-ordinator or email to
dawn.claypole@literacyvolunteers.org.uk.
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A Welcome Opportunity to work
with 15 of our City Primary Schools! 
“Very Many Thanks” to The Doris Pacey Charitable
Foundation (charity Number 1101724) and the Dr Michael
and Anna Brynberg Charitable Foundation (charity
number 1129341). Both registered charities have chosen
to work closely in providing grants to our sector and both
are supported by The Charities Aid
Foundation in the practical
management of their grant making
activities

We want to thank them for their award
which will enable us to work with 15
schools where we currently have no
Volunteers. The grant of over £8000
will allow us to offer schools the
benefits of a Literacy Volunteer. We
know that after this time the schools
will be able to see the marked
difference a Reading Volunteer can
make to a child’s progress. Recruiting
and training the Volunteers and
choosing the schools is underway!

Competition time!
This Summer, Nottingham Libraries are running the
Summer Reading Challenge with a Roald Dahl theme.  

In line with this, our Annual Competition is ‘Invent a
New Sweet’. In Roald Dahl’s book “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory”, Charlie finds a Golden Ticket in a bar
of chocolate and wins a trip to visit the factory of Mr
Willy Wonka – the most wondrous inventor in the world.
We would like the children to invent a new sweet, draw a
picture of it and write a few words or sentences to
describe their sweet.  To help the children, we have
designed a template for them to use.  You can print this
out, or ACs will be bringing copies with them to Volunteer
Network Meetings and visits.

Can each entry please include the child’s name, age and
school on the back, duplicated by you, the Volunteer, if it
is not clear?  All children will receive a personalised letter
and a prize of a pen. The final winners of different
categories will receive book tokens in July. Pictures can
be submitted up until 10th June.  We look forward to
receiving lots of amazing entries!

Help LITERACY
VOLUNTEERS. Just by
shopping online. Shop with
your favourite stores and a
donation will be made to
LITERACY VOLUNTEERS
without costing you a penny

extra. Compare prices and shop at thousands of
leading stores like Amazon, Expedia and John
Lewis. Get started raising money for LITERACY
VOLUNTEERS today. www.giveasyoulive.com

Subscription Rate Change for 2016-
2017
By now all schools will have received notification of our
need to increase our subscription rate to £300 per
Volunteer per year or £100 per term. 

Incredibly, we have had the same rate for 6 years!

Although even more schools are choosing to work with
us, in the current financial climate, we can no longer
continue to deliver the same service without an increase.
This makes us very sad but it’s important that people
know that it costs us over £480 per year to recruit, train
and support a Volunteer in school so we hope you can see
that this still represents amazing value for money.

£300 equates to just £1.92 per child per week or just £75
per year – and with the need to improve literacy even
more important than ever, we think this still makes
financial sense for schools. 

If you have any worries or concerns about this please
contact your Area Co-ordinator.
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Thank you!
We would like to say a huge “Thank You” to the
following Councillors who donated or pledged a donation
to our Charity last term:

Councillor Ward
John Cottee Keyworth
Stan Heptinstall Bramcote & Stapleford
Jacky Williams Bramcote & Stapleford
Kay Cutts Radcliffe on Trent
Liz Yates Misterton
Pauline Allan Arnold North
Michael Payne Arnold North
Roy Allan Arnold South
Muriel Weisz               Arnold South
David Kirkham Sutton in Ashfield Central
Mike Pringle Ollerton
Nicki Brooks Carlton East
Pat Ferguson Clifton North
Chris Gibson Clifton South
Mohammed Saghir Leen Valley
Glyn Jenkins Leen Valley
Steve Caroll Sutton-in-Ashfield East
Yvonne Woodhead Blidworth

New Style Volunteer Network
Meetings
Last term saw the Literacy Volunteer Co-ordinators
rolling out the new style Volunteer Network Meetings.
These meetings will now include workshops or speakers
for Volunteers on a variety of subjects that enable
Volunteers to come away from a meeting with useful
information that will enhance/help them in their roles.
The first two themes were games and safeguarding
workshops. Feedback from Volunteers attending the
sessions were really positive and the team will continue
to make the meetings as useful and informative as
possible. Also remember, you can suggest to Area Co-
ordinators what you want too! We’d love to hear from
you.



Generally, the term dates are as below but there will be variations so please check with your school and
it’s a good idea to arrange your start dates before the end of each term.

WINTER/SPRING
City Schools Term begins 4th January, 2016, Term ends on 1st April

Half Term 15th to 19th February inclusive
County Schools Term begins 5th January, 2016, Term ends on 1st April

Half Term 15th to 19th February inclusive

SUMMER
City Schools Term begins 18th April, Term ends 26th July

Half Term 30th May to 3rd June, inclusive
County Schools Term begins 18th April, Term ends 25th July

Half Term 30th May to 3rd June, inclusive

VOLUNTEER NETWORk MEETINGS - Remember - You are all invited to attend any of the meetings you
can get to - they don’t have to be in your area! This term we have three topics:

Planning a Themed Session – at meeting 4

Games Workshop - “ Fun for Me/Fun for You” – at meetings 3 and 4

Come along and have some fun while we show you how to get the most from games you can use in your
session

Safeguarding Update - “What to do if………….?” - at meetings 1, 3 and 5
Find out what has changed by working through a series of Interactive Questions based on excellent
safeguarding practice.

Activities demonstration – “Fun with Reading” – at meeting 2
Ideas for mini craft activities to do with your children linked to books.  Information sheet and resources
will be available to take away with you.

No. Date Time Venue Address

1 Friday, 5th 10.30 – 12.00 Arnold Library Arnold Library, Front St, Arnold, Nottingham
February NG5 7EE

2 Monday, 8th 10.30 - 12.00 Playworks Alfred Street North, Nottingham 
February NG3 1AE

3 Friday, 26th 10.00 – 12.00 Ollerton Library Ollerton Library, Forest Rd, New Ollerton, 
February Newark Notts NG22 9PL

4 Wednesday 10.30 – 12.00 The Pearson Centre The Pearson Centre for Young People, 
16th March for Young People 2 Nuart Rd, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 2NH

5 Friday, 18th 10.30 – 12.00 Newark Library Newark Library, Beaumond Gdns,  
March Baldertongate, Newark NG24 1UW

Dates for your diary


