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Children’s Competition

Each year we set a theme for our Children’s Picture Competition.
Volunteers work with young people to produce entries and send them in.
This year we had two themes “What makes me happy?” and “What is my
favourite World Record? or What Record would I like to break?” and we
received 91 entries from children. We have printed some of the winners.

Kodi, 10yrs, Brinsley Primary school, Winner County over 8’s

2. Children’s Competition

4. What are we and what we do

6. Chair’s Report

7. Secretary’s Report

8. Chief Executive’s Report

9. What we have done

10. What they say about us

11. Roll Of Honour

13. Acknowledgements

14. Funding

15. Our Trustees

16. Staff Contacts

Our Mission Statement

Literacy Volunteers is a registered Charity 
that enriches young people’s lives by assisting with their literacy, 

communication and social skills.  

We work in partnership with schools 
by providing trained and supported Volunteers 

who make reading and communicating 
enjoyable to those at risk of disengaging from education.

Contents
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Literacy Volunteers in Nottinghamshire Schools offers a range of services
working in partnerships with schools, parents, volunteers and most
importantly children.

Since our foundation in 1996, thousands of Nottinghamshire children have
come to know the joy and benefits that being able to read and communicate
brings through their personalised one to one sessions with our Volunteers.
Children are helped to realise their full potential, improving lifelong
outcomes for them and bringing broader benefits to our communities. 

Our Projects include:-
Literacy Volunteers – We recruit, vet and train volunteers and place them
in primary schools mostly in their own area to work 1–1 with children.
Volunteers act to boost confidence and self-esteem, improve social and
communication skills and help to develop engagement.

Participating Schools – We work in over 30 City Primary Schools
and 81 schools across the County.

Confidence Building through Family Reading – Our staff team work
with family workers, community workers, schools and other settings to
identify parents who feel less confident in engaging with their children’s
learning. Through a series of workshops, we work to boost this confidence
giving parents strategies for embedding reading and literacy in the family
home, as well as deepening their engagement with their children’s schools.

Participating Schools – Whitemoor Academy, Rosslyn Park Primary,
The Manor Academy and Seely Infants are just some of the schools
that have participated.

Parent Volunteers Course – Where schools are able to identify groups of
parents keen to contribute, we can provide training to ensure that
volunteers are well prepared to understand their rights and responsibilities
as volunteers e.g confidentiality and safeguarding. We provide a focus on
developing literacy skills based on encouraging behaviours, whilst giving
insight into how poor engagement with reading can lead to poorer outcomes
for children.

Participating Schools –The Manor Academy, Robin Hood Primary
and St Edmunds Primary are just some of the schools that have
participated.

Who are we and what we do

6th Form Mentors Course - We work with secondary schools designing

bespoke programmes with them to identify, support and train 6th form
students to act as reading champions/mentors. They are matched to
younger pupils who are struggling. This peer support develops younger
students in terms of their literacy, 6th form students in terms of how they
can serve their communities and schools themselves in terms of their
capacity. By maintaining this kind of activity a legacy can be generated that
encourages successive cohorts of pupils to engage with the whole school
as active and responsible citizens.

Participating Schools –The Minster School and Ashfield Secondary
are schools that have participated

Community Course – We are able to support literacy development in
particular geographical area. Working with a family of schools to recruit and
train groups of up to 10 Literacy Volunteers from the local area building
community capacity.

For more details, please visit our website
www.literacyvolunteers.org.uk  

Maicey, 8yrs, Brinsley school, Winner County over 8’s ‘What makes me happy’
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Chair’s Report

Since our AGM in 2014 we have experienced some turbulent times in
respect of staffing, of which those of you who receive our newsletter will
be aware.

In September our manager, Stephen McLaren moved on to a full-time job
in the City, we thank him for his contribution to the charity for the time
that he was with us.

We then interviewed and appointed Dawn Claypole as our new Chief
Executive Officer who started working with us in January 2015. Dawn has
brought a warm personality, many relevant skills and new ideas to her
job, the results of which are becoming very apparent. As well as
managing the challenge of continuing to develop the scheme and
networking, Dawn has also found the time to visit schools, talk to
volunteers and join network meetings, all of which are the very essence of
our charity.

Unfortunately Peter Drage, our treasurer, trustee and volunteer had to
resign last year due to ill health. Helen Sinclair also resigned as trustee
for other commitments.  We thank them and wish them well in the future.
I should like to express my gratitude and thanks to the remaining trustees
whose support to myself during this time was invaluable.

This left our trustee board very depleted but recently, through various
means including a plea in a recent newsletter, we have recruited three
new trustees.  We warmly welcome them and their expertise and very
much look forward to working with them in the future.

My very grateful thanks go to Karen, Toni, Sue and the two Emma's for
continuing to work so well together as a team to keep us going through a
difficult time and hope that they feel reassured that we are again “up and
running” towards an exciting future.

Finally to our dedicated volunteers without whom, of course, we would not
be in schools bringing smiles, confidence and fun through reading to those
children who need it most. Many heartfelt thanks to you all.

Gaynor Preston

Chairman 

Secretary’s Report

I have been a volunteer for over 15 years.  I know we are a very good
organisation and we help many children in school. When you see them
getting better in their reading and communication we know we are doing
a good job and all the schools that support us recognise our usefulness
and worth.

I have been the secretary since November 2013

The following helps us to understand how well we are doing and where we
need to improve.

In 2014-2015 - 32 schools returned our monitoring and of those:

62% rated our service as Excellent and 38% Good

96% rated the dedication of our Volunteers as Excellent and 4% as Good

60% stated that our Volunteers were trained to an Excellent Standard and
40% as Good 

28% rated the reading progress made by children as Excellent and 60%
as Good

And finally 100% said they would recommend our services to others.

Also 94 children returned their evaluation sheets and the
following was achieved:

86 % said they liked working with their helper

73% said they felt happier about reading

75% said they enjoyed school more

Kamlesh Passi

Secretary
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Chief Executive’s Report

Hello - My name is Dawn Claypole, I’ve been here since January 2015 – and
I can’t tell you how pleased I am to be here. This is such an amazing
organisation. 

I have worked in the Voluntary and Community Sector and for the Local
Authority for many years in both Sheffield and Nottingham and my passion
is to provide quality experiences for children and young people that help
them realise their potential. I have a play and children’s centre based
background and all of the services I’ve been involved with could not have
existed without the commitment of you - The Volunteers. 

It can be fashionable to think that in an ideal world volunteers wouldn’t be
needed and all services would have the funding they need to run. However,
that doesn’t take into account the value volunteering brings for the people
who do it or for the enrichment and talent they bring to the services
themselves. 

Without doubt LVNS has an amazing Volunteering Force! I think it’s unique
across both the City and County and you should really be proud of what you
achieve for our children.

But let’s not forget the other parts of our organisation:-

The Staff Team - a group of people whose dedication and commitment to
what they do is so incredibly strong. Thank you for making my introduction
to the organisation so positive.

The Executive Committee – Thanks to those of you who have given so much
time in our 19 years and to those of you who are new and just getting
involved. 

Our School Members – Thank you to all our participating schools, you face
so many challenges and yet many of you return year after year because you
know that what we can do really does help the children and families in your
care.

And so to the future!

Our theme for the new term in September is going to be “Fun and Fresh” –
Get ready for a new approach to Volunteer Network Meetings. We hope to
be able to offer more opportunities for you to get together to share ideas
and experiences (and opportunities to socialise for those of you that want
to). 

For schools, we want to work more effectively with you to provide further
proof that what we offer together really makes a difference to children and
families.

For The Early Years – We’d like to take our model into Early Years settings. A
new pilot in September should help us prove that the earlier we start to
address literacy the more effective we can be in tackling the effects of poor
literacy for individuals, their families and communities.

And for any organisations out there who would like to work with us to
combat literacy issues, we are ready and waiting to work with you!

Dawn Claypole

Chief Executive

• Our Volunteers have helped 1000 children overcome their literacy 
and communication problems;

• We have contributed to the increase in the standard of literacy in 
Nottinghamshire Primary and Secondary Schools;

• We have trained, and vetted (Enhanced Disclosure) 88 new Volunteers 
over the last financial year;

• We have supported in the region of 250 Volunteers “in post” in 120 
member schools in Nottinghamshire by visits; the provision of resources
and holding 20 Volunteer Network Meetings City and County wide;

• We have provided a help desk facility for day to day Volunteer 
management, support and enquiries;

• We have produced and distributed 2100 copies of our termly “Infosheet”
to Volunteers, schools and other interested parties;

• We have represented Literacy Volunteers on a wide variety of Working 
Groups and Committees and contributed to many related literacy 
initiatives in both City and County.

What we have done
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What they say about us

Words from our Participating Schools

“W has moved up 3 book band levels since September and moved from P
scales P8 to National Curriculum Levels 1C – what a great job!”  
Teacher, Leens Mill Primary 

“Our Volunteers are part of our school community.  They are always
prepared to go that extra mile for the children and have certainly made a
difference in the learning of the children they have worked with.  Their
enthusiasm and commitment is second to none!”   
Teacher, Edgewood Primary School

“The children really look forward to their time spent with X.  They return
to class feeling confident and happy.”   
Teacher, Portland Primary School

“The children are always waiting in anticipation for the appearance of
both Volunteers.  They even argue as to who will be first.  1:1 reading
has certainly improved communication through enjoyment of activities
and confidence through the personality of the Volunteers.” 
SENCO, St Peters C of E Primary School, East Bridgford 

“All the children have made progress in reading and it has helped with
confidence and self-esteem.”  
HT, St Margaret Clitherow RC Primary School

“All children have made good progress, both with attainment and
confidence.  I have children asking if they can go to the sessions because
of comments they have heard from others.”  
Teacher, Heathfield Primary School

“As a teacher I value the commitment shown by our Literacy Volunteer,
and I know the children always look forward to their tuition.”  
Y2 Teacher, St Edmunds Primary School

“We really value our 2 Literacy Volunteers who are a great addition and a
very integral part of the school team.”  
HT, Sutton-on-Trent Primary School

“Our Literacy Volunteers provide a service that is valuable to both
teachers and children.  The Y3 Literacy Volunteer has provided an “ear”
for some of my children to be able to talk. Reading, communication and
confidence has grown within these children and I know they look forward
to her visits.”  
Y3 Teacher, St Peter’s C of E Primary School, Farndon 
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A special thank you to all our Volunteers who have

been with us for over ten years!

Ann Sanderson

Margaret Romaine

Lyn Jacob

Carol Smith

Sheila Wright

Jean Baugh

Pam Meese

Margaret Sisson

Jacqueline Fearn

Valerie Dew

Barbara Lister

Brenda Nix

Marion Moore

Pat Piggott

Jean Tetley

Gaynor Preston

Kath Ford

Shona Cain

Alistair Conn

Evelyn Evans

Roll of Honour
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Lauren, 8yrs, St John the Baptist Primary, Winner County ‘Tried the hardest’
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Ciaran, 9yrs, Bentinck Primary, Winner City Over 8’s
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Many thanks to the following people and organisations for their support.
Here are the Literacy Volunteers Funders and Supporters since April
2014:

Nottingham City Council

Nottingham County Council

Lloyds Bank Community Fund

The Opportunities Fund

Electoral Divisional Initiative/ Ward Budgets City and County- we
have been in receipt of support from Local Councillors in Aspley,

Mapperley, Bilborough, Dunkirk and Lenton, Wollaton West,
Sherwood, St Ann’s, Clifton South, Hucknall, Cotgrave, Misterton

and  Beeston North,

The Community Development Foundation and “Doing Good
Together”

The Freemasons Fund

The Rothera Family Trust

Give as You Live

Local Giving

The Charles Littlewood Hill Trust

J N Derbyshire Trust

Experian

The Thomas Farr Charity

Pamela Munton and Sixty4Sixty@Sixty

Funding
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LVNS is registered with the Charity Commission and is 
governed by a constitution dated 14th May, 1996

Executive Committee

Chairperson: Gaynor Preston
Treasurer: Vacancy
Secretary: Kamlesh Passi
Members: Ann Sanderson

Gill Blakemore 
Chris Wroe
Julia Gunn
David Keeling

Officers are elected annually.
Committee members are elected for a period of three years.

Independent Examiner 

John O’Brien, Community Accounting Plus
Voluntary Action Centre, 7 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1 3FB

Our Trustees

Ella, 7 yrs, William Lilley Primary School, Winner County under 8’s


