
Welcome back to the start of a
brand new school year 

I hope you have all had a great summer and are ready to
get going! It seems no time at all since our wonderful
AGM in July and I would like to thank you all for the
fabulous support you gave us. We are now moving
forward with our plans for becoming “Incorporated”  and
we will be by Christmas!

You should also see a different approach to our network
meetings so please let your Area Co-ordinators know if

you would like to get to one and can’t, they are
arranging some at different times and on different days.

Finally, in response to your suggestions, we are piloting
new school packs for class teachers so that they know
what you are doing and why you are there – we would
like your input for these so if there is anyone who would
like to meet me to take a look at the pack before we
print them, let me know.

Thank you all for your hard work.

Dawn Claypole

Hello Everyone

I do hope that you have had a good summer, although as
I write this, it is one of those wet Sundays so, pen to
paper instead of the gardening.

Many thanks to those of you who were able to attend
what, I hope you will agree, was an informative and
interesting AGM. A strong vote in favour means that we
can progress our resolution to become a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation in the New Year. My thanks to
Dawn and the staff team for bringing everything together
so successfully on the day.

Here we are again with a new school year with a new
theme “Fun and Fresh”. We shall be very pleased to see
our Volunteers at network meetings with a different

approach to support you and to socialise. Volunteers
share experiences and ideas, all of which are of interest,
as we are never sure what “challenges” we may be
undertaking each school year.

We shall be welcoming our three new trustees to the
committee shortly and I am sure that they will bring
some new and innovative ideas that will help us to
continue to develop our wonderful work with Literacy
Volunteers in schools.

Please do feel free to contact your Area Co-ordinator or
the office with any problems that may arise, we are here
to help, and in the meantime, enjoy getting to know this
year’s children.

Gaynor Preston, Chairman

Infosheet
Literacy Volunteers 1996-2015

Over a decade and a half of service to the children of Nottinghamshire September 2015

This year’s AGM held on 7th July 2015 at The New Art
Exchange, Hyson Green proved to be a great success. We
are delighted to report the turn out of Volunteers to the
event was beyond our expectations and we thank all who
came.

The event commenced with Gaynor Preston opening
proceedings, going through the formalities of the AGM and
then introducing our guest speaker James Hilton. James
proceeded to enlighten, enthuse and inspire everyone at
the event on his talk on ‘The Art of Being Brilliant’.

We were also delighted to welcome Cllr Sam Webster who
presented gifts to some of the 10 Volunteers who
collectively, have amassed 135 years of Volunteering! A
list of our 10 Volunteers is on the back page.

A delicious lunch was provided this year and Volunteers
were able to catch up with Area Co-ordinators and meet
other Volunteers. An enjoyable afternoon was had by all.

AGM Success and Celebration Children’s Voices 2014-2015
What do you enjoy most with your helper?

“Reading and sometimes doing Top Trumps with Mrs R.
She makes me warm inside” Mike

“I like reading most to Mrs R. It has helped me with my
reading. I feel I don’t need it anymore now.” Courage

“It has improved my reading as it’s quiet and I can
concentrate better” Kiamy

“Reading loads of funny books and reading awesome and
long books” Jessica

“I like to play the games and read the most” Riley

“I like helping my helper and playing games and word
searches” Kirsty

“I like answering the questions that Mrs M asks me” Alfie

“The time to work with someone on my own” Roxy

“You get to play then read, then play then read” Madison

“I enjoy reading and it makes me more confident. I enjoy
her….if she wasn’t here it wouldn’t be fun” Kyle

“I like reading because all of the books can be turned
into games to play. Mrs R is kind because
she always has interesting books to read”
Bradley

“Mr D give me lots of books to read and
now I like to read” Jacob

“Reading and working because I want to
be a better reader” Nathalie



Help LITERACY
VOLUNTEERS. Just by
shopping online. Shop with
your favourite stores and a
donation will be made to
LITERACY VOLUNTEERS
without costing you a penny

extra. Compare prices and shop at thousands of
leading stores like Amazon, Expedia and John
Lewis. Get started raising money for LITERACY
VOLUNTEERS today. www.giveasyoulive.com

New Volunteering Ideas and
Opportunities
Building on our exciting business plan and following on
from our AGM there are a number of new projects that
you can get involved in.

Working with Refugees and Asylum Seekers – the
need for people to give their time to support people
whose first language isn’t English is growing and we
would like to hear from you if you have any time at all to
give. We have links with organisations in Nottingham who
would love to hear from you!

Becoming a Literacy Volunteer Trainer – we currently
don’t have enough trainers to run our basic training
programme but we would be able to pay for one or two of
you to attend a PTLLS (Preparing to Teach in the Life Long
Learning Sector) training course if you would then be
available to support our training delivery. The course is
part time – only three hours a week for 12 weeks and
leads to a recognised qualification. Can you help us to
help you?

Social Secretary – We are looking for an individual to
organise “Volunteer get-togethers”, fundraising events and
other social opportunities. Does this sound like something
you and/or a friend could give some time to do.

Give us a call if you are interested in any of the projects
above – 0115 8765474

135 yrs Volunteering and counting!

15 years service as a Literacy Volunteer achieved by:
Pam Meese - Roundhill Primary, Beeston
Fields Primary, Margaret Sisson - Banks
Road Infants, Kamlesh Passi - Berridge,
Lyn Jacob - Berridge, Carol Smith -
Robert Mellors Primary, Jean Baugh -
Intake Farm Primary, Sheila Wright -
Hillside Primary
10 years service as a Literacy Volunteer
achieved by: 
Ann Hardy - Robert Shaw Primary, Joan
Hodges - Seely Primary, David Prime - St
John the Baptist Primary
A fantastic achievement and our thanks
and congratulations go to all of you!
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New Trustees Plea
Thank you to Chris Wrowe, David Keeling and Julia Gunn
who came forward last term after our appeal for new
trustees. We are looking forward to working with you
from September, and we have at least 5 more names from
the feedback forms who we will be ringing soon to follow
up your interest. Hopefully we can get together in
September to take this forward.

New Badges 
After a lot of requests for new badges we are welcoming
you back this term with new ones to wear in school. Your
Area Co-ordinator has them and will start bringing them
out to visits and to network meetings. The badges are
on lanyards that display our website address. The idea is
that people in school can recognise you as a Volunteer
from another organisation and also it gets our name
recognised too!

“Fun and Fresh” - Network Meetings

“Fun and Fresh” – Our new Volunteer Network Meetings
will be rolled out this term. 

You should see a different approach to some of them with
speakers, mini training items, more time to share
experiences and time to try playing the games we have 
on offer with ideas about making them useful and
appropriate for your children. 

Remember to tell your Area Co-ordinator what you want!
And when you want it!

Funding places in new schools
Many Thanks to Benoit Ivernel and to The Opportunities
Fund who have given us an award of £3535 to enable us
to fund places in new schools so that they can see what
we can do for them at no cost for the first year. This is
such a good way of tasting our services. Let us know if
there is a school near you who might want us or if you
are a school and would like to try us!

Summer Reading Challenge
Thank you to the Nottingham City and Nottingham County
Libraries who invited us to be part of this year’s exciting
Summer Reading Challenge. We all had a ball helping out
on the day of Pledging but here’s how one of our
Volunteers describes her experience working with the
library team………

The Summer Reading Challenge Experience from
Volunteer Fiona Mosley who is at Milford Primary .

“I also enjoyed the summer reading challenge and was
able to make it to every session with Liz McGrath (isn’t
she lovely).  The medal ceremony is coming up so I’ll be
helping out there and then all the Volunteers are being
taken out for a meal next week by way of a thank you
which was totally unexpected and quite nice.  I’m glad it’s
done for one year though!  Some of the sessions were
really quite hard work but challenging which is as you say
what it’s all about.  It’s a lovely library but I’m biased as
it’s where I used to borrow books from when I was
little!!!”



Generally, the term dates are as below but there will be variations so please check with your school and
it’s a good idea to arrange your start dates before the end of each term.

AUTUMN
City Schools - Term begins 1st September, Term ends 21st December

Half Term 19th to 30th October inclusive
County Schools - Term begins 3rd September, Term ends 18th December

Half Term 26th to 30th October inclusive

WINTER/SPRING
City Schools – Term begins 4th January, 2016, Term ends 1st April

Half Term 15th to 19th February inclusive
County Schools - Term begins 5th January, 2016, Term ends 1st April

Half Term 15th to 19th February inclusive

VOLUNTEER NETWORk MEETINGS - Remember -You are all invited to attend any of the meetings you
can get to - they don’t have to be in your area ! This term we have two topics: 
Games Workshop - “ Fun for Me/ Fun for You” – at meetings 1 to 7
Come along and have some fun while we show you how to get the most from games you can use in your
session
Safeguarding Update - “What to do if………….?”  - at meetings 8 to 13
Find out what has changed by working through a series of Interactive Questions based on excellent

safeguarding practice.

No. Date Time Venue Address

1 Thursday                 
24th Sept 10.30 – 12.00 John Godber Centre John Godber Centre, Ogle St, Hucknall, 

Nottingham NG15 7FQ
2 Monday                    

28th Sept 10.30 – 12.00 Bassetlaw Council for The Priory, The Old Abbey 
Voluntary SVS School, Priorswell Rd,  Worksop S80 2BU

3 Monday 
5th Oct 10.30 – 12.00 Quaker Friends Quaker Friends Meeting House, 

Meeting House Rosemary St, Mansfield NG19 6AB
4 Monday 

12th Oct 10.30 – 12.00 Sheila Russell The Sheila Russell Centre, St. Martin’s Rd, 
Community Centre Bilborough, Nottingham NG8 3AR

5 Friday 
16th Oct 10.30 – 12.00 Arnold Library Arnold Library, Front St, Arnold, Nottingham

NG5 7EE
6 Friday 

16th Oct 13.00 –14.30 Kirkby Library Kirkby Library, 21 Precinct Rd, Kirkby in 
Ashfield   NG17 7BQ

7 Wednesday 13.15 – 14.45 Bulwell Hall Healthy  Bulwell Hall Healthy living Centre, Lawton              
4th Nov Living Centre Drive, Bulwell, Nottingham NG6 8BL

8. Friday 10.30 – 12.00 Quaker Friends Quaker Friends Meeting House
6th Nov Meeting House Rosemary St, Mansfield NG19 6AB

9. Tuesday     10.30 – 12.00 The Pearson Centre The Pearson Centre for Young People, 2 Nuart                 
17th Nov for Young People Rd, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 2NH

10. Friday 10.30 – 12.00 Newark Library Newark Library, Beaumond Gdns,  
20th Nov Baldertongate, Newark NG24 1UW

11. Friday 10.30 – 12.00 Sherwood Community The Sherwood Community  
27th Nov Centre Centre, Woodthorpe Hse, Mansfield Road, 

Nottingham NG5 3FN

12. Monday 10.30 – 12.00 Bassetlaw Council for The Priory, The Old Abbey 
7th Dec Voluntary Services School, Priorswell Rd, Worksop S80 2BU

13. Friday 10.30 – 12.00 John Godber Centre Ogle St, Hucknall, Nottingham NG15 7FQ
11th Dec

Dates for your diary


